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September 25, 2007

Mr. Ray Tartaglione
101 Westmoreland Avenue
White Plains, NY 10606

Re: Hen Island
Rye, New York

Dear Mr. Tartaglione:

Please accept this letter in response t~ your letter dated August 3, 2007 that wasaddressed to both myself and Mr. Vin¢e Tamburro, the Building Inspector for the
City of Rye.

As you are aware, representatives of he Westchester County Department of
Health conducted inspections at Hen Island on July 17, 2007, August 7, 2007
and August 27,2007. Your August 3,2007 letter raises a number of concerns
regarding potential public health and uilding code violations at Hen Island,
however, I will respond only to the iss es that you have raised which are within

the jurisdiction of the Department of rlfalth and will defer the remaining issues to
the Rye Building Department. Specifi ally, I will address your concerns about
mosquitoes, septic and sewage issue, and potable water.

Based upon the inspections that havelbeen conducted, the mosquito pOPula~ion
at Hen Island is what you would expea;t to find in a location adjacent to salt I

marshes. The mosquito species that breeds in this environment is predominantly
ochlerotatus sollicitans, and while the~ are a nuisance to humans, the speci~s is

part of the natural eco-system in salt tarShesand has not been associated ~iththe spread of West Nile virus and, thu ,is not the focus of the Health IDepartment's attention.
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