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ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY E . :
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5US I
SMITH, MATT 145 HUGUENOT ST NEW ROCHELLE, NY == _ F.
BUS () G
TAMBURRO, VINNEY 1051 BOSTON POST ROAD/BUILDING CITY OF RYE, RES. I |
BUS ()
TARTAGLIONE, RAYMOND 06/27/1954 |101 WESTMORELAND AV WHITE PLAINS, NY 10606 rﬁ'—"— H.
3
D BU L
RES.
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Partial [ —
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To:
74. . i
On June 6, 2007, at about 0930 hrs., ESU received a complaint from Ray 8
Tartaglione of Rye New York, reporting health law violations on Hen Island “é'
in the town of Rye. Request ESU to look into alleged wviolations. e
: 10
Dir. Ronald A. Gatto
Director of Environmental Security Unit ; i
Westchester County Police Department ;;m
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On June 6, 2007, at about 0930 hrs., I Dir. Ronald A. Gatto, Director of
Environmental Security Unit for the Westchester County Police Departmeht : 0
i 75 Inquiries(Check all that apply). 76. NYSPIN Message No. [17. Complainant Signature RAYMOND TARTAGLIONE
g?' CIomv. CIWant/Warrant, [IScofflaw
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g 78. Reporting Officer Signature(Include Rank) 79.1D No 30 SUP Fe(ipclud ) Hamcf-H— ID No
a8 C0053 PO CONNOLLY \ Uk
g 82. Status [JOpen [XClosed(if Closed, check box below). [Unfounded 83, Status Date 84. Notified TOT
3 | [JVict. Refused to Coop. [JArrest [JPros. Declined [] Warrant Advised i : '
T BICBI [JJuv.-NoCustody  [TJAmest-Juv. [JOffenderDead.  [JExtrad. Declin  [JUnknown Jun i24 | 2008 HEALTH DEPT
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ADDITIONAL NARRATIVE

received a complaint from Ray Tartaglione residing in white Plains. He: z+ 1:.'.
reports; he owns a small house located on Hen-Island in the  City.of Rye.

This house is located out on an island. Theére is approximately (32). small .

homes located on said island complainant alleges some of the summér-homes . - _ -
have illegal septic and other illegal health violations. Wam o

ESU will conduct an investigation and consult with the County Health
Department on health codes concerning water & septic systems. -

Case open, pending further investigations.

Dir. Ronald A. Gatto _
Director of Environmental Security Unit ¥ S
Westchester County Police Department

7/10/07 : : :

On July 10, 2007, This Director contacted the Westchester County.Health: .
Department Frank Guito to set up an inspection date concerning the Hen
Island complaint. This Director requested the Health Department to assist in
the initial inspection as the complainant alleges there are health'code-
violations. ‘

This Director set up a date on July 17, 2007, atl000 hrs., at the City
of Rye Marina, to meet and coordinate a boat ride to the Island for
an initial inspection. '

This Director also invited the City of Rye Building Inspector Vinney .-
Tamburro @ 914-967-7372 - cell 914-760-1568, and the Marine Unit from the
Rye City Police Department, P.O. Gary Olivier, and Sgt. Scott Graig.

The Rye Police Department Marine Unit will be taking all involved out to- .
the Island in their Police boat as "“they are aware of“the rocky terrain. in. .- ._-. -
that area of the sound / bay. : i

I'his Director has discussed the received complalnt with County Health Insp.
datt Smith, the City of Rye Bulldlng Department Vinney Tamburro, and the’

ity of Rye Marine Unit Officers, P.O. Olivier, and: Sgt.Graig. ESU

)fficers Connolly and ES Carroll where briefed as well: - B2 G oan i

‘ase remains open, pending Inspection at the Island.

Jirector Ronald A, Gatto
invironmental Security Unit
lestchester County Police Department

"/17/07 . .

m July 17, 2007, at about 1000 hrs., this Director, P.0O. Connolly,.:and.ES:
-arroll arrived at the City of Rye Marina and met with, Westchester County .
lealth Insp.Matt Smith, City of Rye Building Insp.. Vinney Tamburro, City-.of
‘ye Police Marine Unit, Sgt. Graig, P.O. Olivier, and the Complainant Ray
'artaglione.

his Director and the other said Officials boated over to the Island in City
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of Rye Police Boat / Marine Unit, ( Olivier & Graig ).

This Director and all above mentioned. arrived at Hen Island and décked. on
the North Shore. The Island was at mean tide= not high not low but at’a.-
middle height. The Island is divided. into. three sections, the North -Section, -
the South Section and the middle'éédtion, The North section has .(15). homes;
the South Section has (14) homes and the middle section has (4) homes.

The Island at Mean tide is about (25) acres, with some wooded areas, ‘grass.
areas, and a beach front. Thete is no fresh potable drinking water, there-is.
no eléctridal'service, other then battery and solar systems. There are no. -
approved and legal septic systems and or sewer lines.

Inspection showed the following; )

This Director and the other said Officials decided to inspect thé North
area at this inspection and start from House #1 and finish at ‘House #15..-
Inspection showed most homes had some sort of septic system that was not an’
approved system and most likely installed by the home owner. As a factual
example, House #1 had a cement block above ground tank with a lid and-.a
hose running to it. This was a home made septic system which was not an
approved system according to the Health Department and City of Rye Building
Department. House #3 had a rock pile sess pool type of septic system, as
this is not an approved system. House #2 had an open water tank which ‘was
apparently used for bathing and flushing the toilet.

Further inspection showed mostly all the houses had water tanks, some

were wood, some were plastic, some were open and some were sealed. It is
believed there is no filtering process that this water goes through before
it is used. The water is col;ected from the gutter system when it rains and
is piped directly into said drums, containers, etc. Then used when the
house is occupied. At the time of our inspection it is clear this system .
does not meet the water quality standards for potable and safe drinking.
water. &

Further Investigation shows; ' . ‘ : o
~The South side of the island and the mlddle section mimics_the North side
we inspected. They also have the same type of water system and unapproved
septic systems.

e also noticed this area appeared'to have a mosquito infestation. This -
Jirector and other Officials were severely bitten. The area showed no signs
>f any kind of mosquito control program. :

lontinued Investigation: :

lhe investigation / inspection clearly showed make shift septic systems on
nany of the homes throughout the island. These systems were not approved by
Jounty Health or the City of Rye Building Department. Some of the Septic
systems were at ground level or above with no fields or proper tanks. There
vere some septic pipes that entered the ground and discharged to an-unknown
irea of the island. I :

'he water systems used for bathing"and washing was rain water that was

j0ollected from the roof top through gutters during rain storms and flowed
hrough gutter leader pipes into either wood or plastic drums for storage.
wccording to official water test results i received from the complainant -
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from Yorktown Medical Lab Environmental Services, there report clearly
indicates that the samples taken from several of the homes at Hen Island .
was not of a satisfactory sanitary quality. according to the EPA drinking
water staﬁdards ( Reports in case flle ) This water should not be used for

consumptlon or bathing.

Investigatioh shows there was no.permission:in writing that we could find.
by the County Health Department, State Health Department, or City of-Rye
Officials that approved these maké.shift. septlc systems for the homes
located on Hen Island. i : Sl

This case remains open, pending further investigation.

Director Ronald A. Gatto
Environmental Security Unit
Westchester County Police department

On July 24, 2007, at about 1000 hrs. a meeting was held at County Police HQ
to discuss the investigative / inspection findings. conducted at He-Island.
Attending the meeting was this. Director, P.0. Connolly, ES Carroll, Marian
Pompa from DEF, Matt Smith from WCHD, Len Myerson:from WCHD, Vinney
Tamburro from the City of Rye.

We discussed the findings and possible violations under Health Dept. codes.
and NYS ECL laws. It was decided some further investigation is needed
before taking what ever action maybe appropriate.

It was determined at said meeting, that the make shift septic systems that
were loocked at were not approved septic.by any agency in Westchester
County. There are no file permits or plans.-

On August 6, 2007, this.Director received two letters from the complainant
Ray Tartaglione, one dated April 3, 2007, written by Ray Tartaglione to the
Hen-Island Board President, and One dated May 24, 2007, written by
Hen-Island president to Ray Tartaglione. The letter by the President of
Hen-Island assoc. was in response to-many questions asked by Tartaglione.

The May 24, 2007, letter, states in the second paragraph " it is the belief
of the board that we are in compliance with all applicable codes".

This investigation indicates at this.time, there is no approvals on file
with any authorizing agendies in Westchester that has approved in writing-
said septic systems on Hen-IsLand. Further, there is no approvals for
repairs as well.

Case remains open, pending .further .investigation:.
Dir. Ronald A. Gatto : .

Director of Environmental Securlty Unit -
Westchester County Police Department

November 20, 2007 ' # .. E

On November 20, 2007, this Director had a conversation with complainant
concerning any additional information® that would be pertinent to the case. No
further information was received at this time. According to the complainant
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there has been know work done or up grades to the existing Septlc systems on the
Island.

The Westchester County Health Department will be determining the "final outcome
on the complainants concerns of the existing septic systems and potable water
storage / usage.

ESU will re-evualute this case and turn' it over to the Westchester County Health
Department for their final disposition. This investigation by ESU does not

over-ride any decisions and/ or recommendations that are submitted by the Health
Department concerning this complaint. i

6/24/2008-After reviewing case this date, ESU has determined that the final
disposition will be determined by the health department. No further
investigation by the ESU. Case Closed.

Director Ronald A. Gatto
Director of Environmental Security Unit
Westchester County Police department
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Gatto, Ronald

From: Gatto, Ronald

Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2007 12:56 PM

To: Guido, Frank; Smith, Matt; 'vtamburro@ryeny.gov'; Connolly, John; Carroll, Allen
Cc: Belfiore, Thomas; Lauro, Thomas; Meyerson, Leonard

Subject: Meeting on Hen-Island Investigation / Inspection

Importance: High
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

To all above:

| have tentatively set up a date and time on July 24, 2007, at 10:00am, at Westchester County Police HQ to
discuss our findings and the next course of action. As an FYI; | was recently advised by the Riverkeeper that they
were notified as well concerning the Environmental issues on Hen Island.

Please let me know if this date and time is ok?

| will also invite the City of Rye Marine Unit Officers that assisted us the day of the Investigation, as it is their
Patrol area.

Respectfully,
Ron

Director Ronald A. Gatto D/S
Environmental Security Unit
Westchester County Police ( DPS )

( Ph#914-864-7601 / Ph#914-864-7606 )
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